December 2010

Dear partners in mission, 
Christmas is approaching and with it, we remember in a special way the Word who became flesh.  The Nicene Creed insists on Him becoming human for the sake of our redemption: Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man...  The Word became flesh to live close to us, so close as to become the atoning sacrifice demanded by God to wash us from our guilt in His presence. 
 What better Christmas present could I have received than the following email sent by the director of a Christian radio station in the Western part of Mali, bordering Senegal, in the city of Kayes (famous for its extremely high temperatures): I am L. Dembele, director of Radio Hope Africa, a Christian station in the region of Kayes, more precisely in the city of Kayes. We are on 97.8MHz.  We eagerly wish to broadcast the programmes of Reformed Faith and life.  We do count on your collaboration.  The Word will soon come close to people in Kayes, via Reformed Faith and Life’s broadcasts.  Preaching brings Christ close to people’s hearts, through the Spirit who awakes faith.  So you see, Christmas - the coming of the Son in a flesh like ours -  and bringing the Gospel to people, belong to the same godly dynamics!
We have been greatly encouraged to see that our website (www.foi-vie.org.za) is regularly visited by an increasing number of people living in various  - and sometimes unexpected - countries. An analysis made over the last two months shows visitors from France, Belgium, Ivory Coast, Spain, United Kingdom, Mauritius, Czech Republic, Armenia, Madagascar, Senegal, Colombia, Equator, United Arab Emirates, Switzerland, Italy, Norway, Australia, and - last but not least - South Africa, USA and Canada. Through this website also, and through all the texts we place on it, Christ is coming close to people.
One of the countries listed above is Armenia: my book in French on the nature of Christian hope published last year in Europe (and now available in PDF format on our website),  is currently being translated in the Armenian language, so that it will also benefit inhabitants from this former Sovietic republic. A large number of people in this tiny country threatened by military attacks and economic blocus by its hostile neighbours, are falling prey to sectarian groups such as the Mormons and the Jehovah's Witnesses.  Reformed Faith and Life now closely collaborates with its “sister” ministry, Christians for Armenia, which was also founded by the late Rev. A.R. Kayayan.
Five hundred radio programmes of 15 minutes each have been produced since the inception of the ministry of Reformed Faith and Life 12 years ago, and the number is steadily growing.  In the meantime, our new series of shorter programmes  (roughly 4 minutes each) is gaining momentum, approaching 50 broadcasts.  Once we have enough programmes, we will submit them to some networks of Christian radio stations in France, which favor this format.  What at first seemed an impossible task to me (what can you tell your listeners in just 4 minutes?) has become an exciting challenge.
Please do remember Reformed Faith and Life in your prayers and when considering where your donations for the sake of the proclamation of the Gospel should go: our ministry is also your ministry, of which you are full partners:  bringing Jesus-Christ close to people through  radio-programmes and literature, and so manifesting concretely that the Word became flesh for us and for our salvation.
 In His name
 Rev. Eric Kayayan
 

 

